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run the transfer of energy from Economics to Religion would justify
itself from the chartered accountant s, as well as trom tlxe gpiritual pas-
tor's, point of view.                            ,

If the transfer of energy from Religion to UconorruCs at the opening
of the Modern Age of Western history had shot a bolt that had subse-
quently come home to roost like a boomerang in the economic field, it
was conceivable that a re-transfer of energy from Economics to Religion
at the opening of a post-Modern Age might ultimately come to a self-
stultified Western Homo Economicus's rescue. Under the aegis of Reli-
gion  Western Man might find himself able to handle with spiritual
impunity the material power thrust into his hands by the mechaniza-
tion of Western technology. A neo-pagan Frankenstein who had been
enslaved by the monster that he had made might live to become this
monstrous mechanism's once more Christian master; fOr, if the Western
Society's progressive economic self-defeat since the Industrial Revolu-
tion had proved the truth of the saying in the Gospels that 'from him
that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away froin him',1 this
saying was inseparable from its context 'that unto every one which hath
shall be given', and this complementary logion was illustrated in the
legend of Solomon's choice in his dream by night at Gibeon.2 When the
dreamer had responded to God's challenging invitation 'Ask what I shall
give thee' by asking God to give his servant an understanding heart to
judge God's people, he had been rewarded for his unselfseeking choice
of a spiritual gift by being given, over and above this, the mundane
riches and honour for which he had not asked. This Syriac legend might
be taken by Western souls as a parable of the choice before them in the
twentieth century of the Christian Era.

1  Luke xix. 26. Cp. Luke viii. 18; Matt. xiii. ia; Markiv. 25.

2  i Kings iii. 4-15.